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COMRADES AND MEMBERS OF THE AUXILIARY  
                     (Editor’s Note: The Commander is recovering nicely from his hospital stay in early May. His May letter 
                     was lost in transit, and is provided here, followed by his June letter.)  
                     As you all know,  the main item for our  April meeting was to  nominate and elect a new group of 
                     Officers to run our post for the year 2017/2018,  and the results are as follows:  

                                                             Commander:        Ray Kociencki 
                                               Quartermaster:    Frank Csaszar 
                                               Chaplain:               Stuart Jacobs 
                                               3rd Yr. Trustee:     Bill Jackson 
These new elected officers will be taking command on 1 July after they have all been installed. 
Richard Vannoy  will move up to 1st Yr. Trustee and Doug Warren will move up to 2nd Yr Trustee.   The new 
Commander is responsible for filling all the APPOINTED positions as soon as possible after he is installed.   
    The unfinished business included a report regarding the Billboard Sign, and as early May, we have not received 
any response informing us if they plan to renew the contract or if they will be moving out.    
    The Lease Agreement with the Bumper 2 Bumper Company was voted on and approved with a considerable 
number of changes. It will be finalized and presented soon.  
    I have been informed by the “Combat Arts Group” that the Veterans Mural is expected to be complete and 
ready for mounting hopefully by the end of May.  This mural is 18 feet long and 5-1/2 feet high and will be 
mounted on the upper wall above the front entrance of the Post Home.    It has also been mentioned that the 
Combat Arts Group plans to have an “Uncovering Ceremony” and will be asking the Local News Media to cover 
the event.  This will be a great publicity project for our post.   Watch for announcements for the exact date. 
    In April we sponsored the “Feed the Heroes” Sandwich Buffet at the Airport USO. The VFW MAP program 
awarded us $725 to cover $600 for sandwiches and $125 for chips.  The contract was given to Sandwich 
Emporium to make 350 packaged sandwiches, i.e. 150 ham and cheese, 100 turkey and cheese and 100 peanut 
butter and strawberry jam, then deliver them to the USO. As the day went on, it appeared that Sandwich 
Emporium made well over the 350 sandwiches requested with no extra charge.  I made all the labels and gave 
them to the Sandwich Emporium to place on each sandwich package. Oroweat bakery supplied all the bread; 
Coca Cola Bottling company provided several cases of mixed soft drinks and Frito Lay provided us with several 
cases of mixed chips.  Thank you letters have been sent to the contributing suppliers. 
    Unfortunately the VFW crew was very small with only three members participating.  Those that participated 
were Jr Vice Cmdr, Brad Henry, my daughter, Auxiliary Member, Terry Lynn Richard, and myself.  Fortunately the 
amount of work was minimal and only required making sure the sandwiches were made available on the counter 
for the troops, and we had to make sure the soft drink container was full.  In addition Post 3788 also purchased 
several jars of pickles, a case of bananas, oranges, cookies and mayonnaise packs.    
    The USO Manager Bobby Woods, was informed that the Marine Corp would have about 300 troops coming 
thru but a more closer estimated would be over 400.  Sandwich Emporium made closer to 400 sandwiched 
instead of the 350 requested and all the sandwiches were gone by noon with many more troops still coming thru 
and nothing but soft drinks and a few cookies left.    (Continued on page 2)  



(Commander’s letter, continued from page 1) 
    Our membership is about 98% and we still need a few more members to reach our 100%.  I am asking again 
that each member try to bring back some of the delinquent members. There are a large number out there and 
with a little effort we have the ability to hit the 100% mark by the deadline.  Won’t you please try to sign on one 
or two new members.   
End of Commander’s May article; Beginning of Commander’s June article. 
    As most of you probably know, I was in Sharps Hospital for a week with various medical problems.   
Fortunately none were life threatening. However, I will be going thru several weeks of therapy at least twice a 
week to hopefully correct these medical problems.  
    It is my understanding that since I was unable to perform at the last post meeting, the attending members 
voted to cancel the meeting until June.    
    It is also my opinion that the members made a very good decision when they elected Ray Kochienski to be the 
new Commander. Ray is a very devoted VFW and Post 3788 member. He is extremely eager to keep post 3788 
strong and it also appears that he has a great staff to work with. I promised Ray that I would assist him in 
whatever he needs help with, if within my power.    
    Now for a few notes of interest.  This will pertain to any Veteran who is receiving 100% disability for service 
connected injuries.   If you own a vehicle that is registered in the State of California, take a copy of your DD-214 
along with a copy of the Medical Record that shows you are a 100% disabled veteran and the DMV will exempt 
you form all future license fees.   In addition, if you own REAL PROPERTY in San Diego or the County you can 
contact the Tax Assessors office and ask for the Veterans Section.   There is a lot more paper work involved and it 
will take approximately one month but they will exempt you from all future property taxes as long as you live in 
the same property.  You will also have to provide a copy of the DD214 and a complete record of all medical 
injuries that pertain to military service.  Depending on the type of injuries, you can also get refunded some of the 
back taxes you have paid.   Since I received my exemption in February of this year,   I have received six refund 
checks that ranged from $400 to over $600 on each check.   It is worth looking into if you are a 100% disabled 
veteran. 
 
    One last bit of information:   
On May 20, 1950, as President Truman states in the Presidential Proclamation: 
 
"Armed Forces Day, Saturday, May 20, 1950, marks the first combined demonstration by America's defense team 
of its progress, under the National Security Act, towards the goal of readiness for any eventuality. It is the first 
parade of preparedness by the unified forces of our land, sea, and air defense." 
  
 The “Combat Arts Group” will be visiting our post to check the area where the mural will be mounted.   It is 
expected that the Mural will be mounted by the end of May or the first of June and it is still hoped they will be 
able to get some media coverage. 
  
 Rick Richard,  Post Commander 
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What does the old saying “Got your goat” have to do with the military? Answer later in this issue. 

Here’s a fun idea! Stop by our FaceBook page and 
cruise around!! 

www.facebook.com\vfwpost3788 

http://www.facebook.com/vfwpost3788
http://www.facebook.com/vfwpost3788
http://www.facebook.com/vfwpost3788


                                     Hello Sisters, Brothers and Comrades: 
    Well, our current year has come to an end, elections are over , summer is here and a new 
year begins. 
    Once again, I would like to thank my Sisters and Brothers for having me as your President 
this year. 
    I will be attending the State Convention this month, in Ontario, Ca.  it will be from June 8th 
to June 11th. I hope to bring back a lot of new information to share with you, as there are so  
many new changes this year. 
    I attended the District Meeting this past Sunday May 21st at Michael Monsoor Post 2080.  The yearly Memorial 
was held in honor of our departed Sisters and Brothers. 
    We also had election of new District Officers for this upcoming year and I was elected for District Guard. 
    The next District Meeting will be at the call of the Chair and the next Membership Meeting will be July 26th at 
our Sister Post 3787. 
    Our next Auxiliary Meeting will be on July 20th at 6:00 P.M.  Please try to be there, and new Officers practice 
at 3 P.M. prior to our meeting.   
    I want to thank everyone for all the wonderful dinners you have made and the hard work you have done. 
 
See you around the Post. God Bless, 
 
Shirley Shaw, Auxiliary President 
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Report by Kitchen Chairman 
  
     May was a very busy month and Thank you to those who came forward and supported our events; however 
we have nothing planned in June.  
     The Auxiliary have the Wednesday Nite Snacks with Karaoke and one (1) dinner for the VA Hospital and 
Father’s Day Breakfast planed; now how about us the Comrades?  We sure could use your help.  
       Please contact me and let us work together to help with the obligation’s we have to fulfill in maintaining our 
Charter.  
                            
Brian Chester, Kitchen Chairman 

May Bunco Report 
    Buncos this month 45 
    Every month is special for us when we all get together and enjoy  good company, 
conversation and lunch. May was extra special; all ladies received a red rose. HAPPY 
MOTHER'S DAY compliments of Loiuse.   
    June will be our 16th birthday at the VFW, it has been great. We meet on the 
first Tuesday of the month from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. All ladies are welcome. Any 
questions please call Marilyn Randall 858 569-5178. Please leave a message and I 
will call back. 
  
  Most Buncos:  Veronica Kirkwood 
        Split:  Margaret Brodnick 
    Most Wins:  Gloria LaGree 
2nd Most Wins:  Mary Bellon 
        Split:  Mary Patterson 
  Most Losses:  Winnie McMains 
        Split:  Pat Brault 

tel:%28858%29 569-5178
tel:%28858%29 569-5178
tel:%28858%29 569-5178
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JUNE UPDATE ON OUR TROOPS  

    Greetings.  It’s getting hot out there.  Time to stock our troops with drink mixes, sun screen and bug spray.  No 
aerosols or gels.  The Auxiliary needs your help. We have 12 troops to take care of and funds are nearly depleted. 
Postage alone costs more than $200/month.  Please remember the men and women fighting for us and donate 
generously, if not goods, money works.  Make checks out to Auxiliary 3788, write ‘troop boxes’ on the memo line.  
Your help is so needed and appreciated!  We ship the first week of the month. 
    Speaking of help, as many of you know, I will be ‘retiring’ in August.  I need an Auxiliary member to take over for 
me.  The Adopt-a-Unit/Military Assistance Program/Troop Boxes is a well-established program started in 2003 by 
Patte Berlin.  Since then, there has been only a handful of months that we didn’t ship home-sweet-home to our 
men and women overseas.  As with all of our programs, this has been extremely satisfying to all who have 
participated.  If you are interested, attend the Auxiliary meeting on June 20 at 6pm. This and other Auxiliary 
programs will be on display for you to pick and choose.  The Auxiliary needs your help, I need your help.  Thank 
you. 
 
Debbie Cain, 858 277-7654  

OUR TROOPS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CTR1 JAVIER HERNANDEZ 
USS GEORGE H W BUSH CVN77 
UNIT 100331 BOX 3424 DIV OS 
FPO AE 09513 

PFC WESTLEY BAUER 
1-8 INFANTRY 
UNIT 93200 
APO AE 09753-3200 

SSG STEVEN MULHOLLAND  
1-8 INFANTRY 
UNIT 93200 
APO AE 09753-3200 

SPC KYLE CEDERHOLM 
1-8 INFANTRY 
UNIT 93200 
APO AE 09753-3200 

SPC MARSHA GAYE MATTHEWS 
1-8 INFANTRY 
UNIT 93200 
APO AE 09753-3200 

1C3 MATTHEW LONGBOY 
USS THUNDERBOLT (PC 12)  
UNIT 100301 BOX 01 
APO AE 09588 

DC1 ASHLEY PEEBLES 
USS GEORGE H W BUSH CVN77 
UNIT 100331 BOX 3004 DIV DC 
FPO AE 09513 

CWO2 SUMMER LEVERT 
USS MESA VERDE (LDP 19) 
UNIT 10329 BOX 2127 
FPO AE 09578 

DC1 LATONYA EDWARDS 
USS COLE DDG-67 
UNIT 100303 BOX 1604 
FPO AE 09554 

SPC CAMRON WILLIAMS 
1-8 INFANTRY 
UNIT 93200 
APO AE 09753-3200 

SGT JOSHUA CALVIN  
1-8 INFANTRY 
UNIT 93200 
APO AE 09753-3200 

PS1 Angela Hill 
USS GEORGE H W BUSH CVN77 
UNIT 100331 BOX 3424 DIV OS 
FPO AE 09513 



VFW  Auxiliary – June Birthdays 
  
 1 - Eileen Eckrote 
     Sharon Edwards 
 2 - Rita Reza 
 3 - Teri Ryan 
 4 - Mikki Erdiman  
 6 - Dea Leigh Brite 
 9 - Cherylann Contu 
     Kelsey Ann Shaw 
10 - Dolores Duthie 
     Patricia O’Leary 
11 - Joann Warden 
13 – Emily Ross  
14 - Maria Colon 
     Dorothy Gruber  
17 - Carmelita Guevara 
18 - Lou Moffitt 
20 - Debra Lynn Clark  
23 - Geraldine Schlehofer 
24 - Diane See 
25 - Deborah Dunshee 
     Cathy Sanchez 
26 - Iona Neill 
29 - Nancy Nielsen 
     Mary Pake 
     Jeanette Storey 
30 - Faith Hoiberg 

June 2017 Honor Guard Report 
Your Honor Guard had the privilege of participating in a 
memorial service for Wayne Smith at Miramar National 
Cemetery on 24 May 2017.  There were many members 
of American Legion 460 that attended.  Their 
motorcycle group was there and lined the walkway 
holding American flags. Stuart Jacobs our Post Chaplin 
did the honors as Chaplin for the service and did a 
great job. 
    On the 25th of May your Guard went to the 
Brookdale retirement home where we posted the 
colors while the National Anthem was played.  We 
pinned American flags on the Vets that live in the 
home. Taps were played and a lunch was served. Stuart 
Jacobs said a prayer and as always did a great job. 
Thanks to all the Guard that participated.  
Art Kleinhesselink, 858-270-2423 
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2017-2018 Auxiliary Officers 

President: Shirley Shaw 
Senior Vice: Susan Small 
Jr. Vice: Michaelea Caluza 
Secretary: Leona Edblom 
Chaplain: Donna Lightcapp 
Conductress: Mary Vannoy 
Guard: Gaetano Marchello 
3rd Yr. Trustee:  
    Karen Carswell 
Patriotic Instructor:  
    Mary Bellon 

2016-2017 Post Officers 

Commander: Rick Richard 

Sr. Vice Cmdr: Conor Flaherty 

Jr. Vice Cmdr: Brad Henry 

Quartermaster: Steve Talley 

Adjutant: Ray Kociencki 

Judge Advocate: Art 
      Kleinhesselink 
Chaplain: Stuart Jacobs 

1st Year Trustee: Bob Johnson 

2nd Year Trustee: Richard Vannoy 

3rd Year Trustee: Doug Warren 

Service Officer: Maribel Talley 

Post Officers 



1 
 

- Band Practice 
 

2 3 
- Music by 
George 
James 

4 
Battle of 
Midway 
Begins - 
1942 

 
 

5 
- 4:30 pm 
House 
Committee 
Meeting 
- Darts 
- Big Band 
Practice 

6 7 
  
-Deb & Susan 
BLT’s 
 

- Karaoke 

8 
 
- Dept. Convention 
 
- Band Practice 

9 10 

11 
 
Convention 
Ends 

12 
 

- Darts 
 

- Big Band 
Practice 

13 
-  6:00 PM: 
VA Hospital 
Visit 

14 
-Dixie & Mary’s 
Tacos & Salad 
 
-Karaoke 
 
- Flag Day 

15 
-7:00 pm Post 
Meeting with new 
Officers 
 

- Band Practice 

16 17 

18 
Dixie & 
Crew 
Father’s 
Day 
 

19 
-Darts 
 
-Big Band 
Practice 

20 
-4:30 pm 
Calendar 
Meeting 
-6:00 pm 
Aux. Meeting 
with new 
Officers 

21 
- Dixie & Crew 
Tacos 
 
- Karaoke 

22 
 
-Band Practice 
 

-GI Bill signed 
(1944) 

23 24 

25 
- Start of 
Korean 
War 
(1950) 

26 
-Darts 
-Big Band 
Practice 

27 28 
- Shirley & Deb 
Tacos 
-Karaoke 
 

29 
 
- Band Practice 

30 

 Sun     Mon     Tue     Wed      Thu           Fri        Sat 
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2017 
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VFW Auxiliary Membership Report 
Brother’s and Sister’s; as we start out our 2017-2018 fiscal 
year and Early Bird campaign; I have sent out 46 continuous 
letters and to date received 13 replys. Not a bad start, but I 
know in my heart we can do better.  
       I am asking all continuous members PLEASE send them in 
before June 5th. I will be attending a school of instruction 
class at the Convention on June 8th and will be taking all Early 
Bird dues with me. 
       Even though we made 100% for 2017 we have lost several 
members, we need to recruit, and recruit NEW members to 
pick those we lost.  Thank you in advance.  
Nancy Berg, Membership Chairman 

May VA Hospital Visit 
Hi, We had a great hospital visit May ninth. We had 65 
patients that played Bingo and we served buffet style snacks. 
We had a Mother's Day theme of pink and had gifts for the 
Moms. They were very thankful. This month we are going to 
do something for Father’s Day. Our visit is June fourteen. The 
bus leaves the post at six pm. We are always looking for 
volunteers. If you have time, or if you could donate store 
bought cookies, chips, candy, puddings, jello… Really; we are 
not picky.  
Our PJ Party breakfast for dinner has changed since the pig 
roast is on the same day.  
Our new date is July first.  Yes, July 1st !!! Its going to be a 
blast !!  Please feel free to wear your favorite PJ'S  
Thanks to everybody that make our visit awesome!!!!  
Don't forget 7/1 DJ George, Nancy's famous Stuffed French 
Toast, The bar is going to have a special prices on 
mimosas!!!!!  
God Bless Michaelea and Geni  
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                                          Veterans of Foreign Wars 
                                                         Of the United States 
                                                                            7785 Othello Ave. 
                                                         Kearny Mesa Post 3788  
                                                                    San Diego, Ca 92111-3624 
                                                              
                                                          
 Dear Post Members :  (Comrades and Auxiliary) 
 
      We wish to say Thank you to members who turned out for our Grilled Steak Dinner,  
our first event for the 2017-2018 calendar year. It was a great success, however we are asking that 
you don’t forget your Memorial Board.  
       Remember the Poppy is the sign of “Remembrance;” Remembrance to all Veterans, in war 
and peace. And let us not forget their sacrifices for our freedom.  
      All donations collected by our Post and Auxiliary will be used to aid, give assistance, relief and 
comfort to the needy or disabled veteran and their dependents and also the widows and orphans 
of deceased veterans. All funds remain here at our home. 
       Show your support to a Veteran; get a Memory Board in their honor.  Please send your 
generous donation by return mail and remember your donation is Tax Deductible, just detached 
the bottom portion of this letter and forward to our Post/Auxiliary Committee..  
      Thank you for your support to Post 3788  “Buddy Poppy Campaign”. 
       
Sincerely, 
     Post and Auxiliary Buddy Poppy Committee. 
 
                             Make check payable to VFW Post 3788   or   VFW Auxiliary Post 3788 
 
          Detach and return with you donation.  Again “Thank You” for your support.                                               
_________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                 
  

  Yes - Please accept my gift of   $5             $10            $20______Other $___________                                     

            Wreath Board           $ 10.00 each 

            Poster Board             $   5.00 each                                    

            Booster Poster          $   2.00 each 

            Board in Memory of:          ________________________________                      

             Donated by:                           ________________________________ 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 
House Committee    1st Monday    5:00 pm 
Board of Directors 3rd Thursday  6:00 pm 
Post Meeting       3rd Thursday  7:00 pm 
Auxiliary Meeting  3rd Tuesday   6:00 pm 
Calendar Committee 3rd Wednesday 5:00 pm 

POST INFORMATION 
Telephone Numbers 

 
(858) 277-5510 Post 3788 
(858) 277-5564 Post Fax Machine 
(858) 945-5603 Commander 
(858) 277-5510 Quartermaster 
(858) 775-3137 Adjutant 
(619) 816-5170 Post Chaplain 
(858) 270-2423 Color/Honor Guard 
(858) 277-5510 House Committee 
(858) 277-5510 Calendar Committee 
(858) 277-5510 Kitchen Committee 
(858) 277-5510 Auxiliary President 
(619) 303-6083 Auxiliary Chaplain 
(619) 370-7840 Newsletter Editor 
(808) 225-1999 Webmaster 

 Post Email: vfwpost3788@gmail.com 
Newsletter Email: theguardian3788@gmail.com 

Web Site: www.vfwpost3788.org 
FaceBook: www.facebook.com\vfwpost3788 

If you see an error in this issue, please let the editor, Richard Vannoy know at theguardian3788@gmail.com or (619)370-7840 

Veterans Services 
Post 3788 Color Guard Capt. – Art Kleinhesselink,(858) 270-2423 
Post 3788 Chaplain – Stuart Jacobs, (619) 816-5170 
Post 3788 Service Officer - Maribel Talley (858) 277-5510 
AMVETS, VA Hospital, 3350 La Jolla Village Drive 
VFW Veterans Assistance Hotline 1-800-VFW-1899 

mailto:vfwpost3788@gmail.com
mailto:theguardian3788@gmail.com
http://www.vfwpost3788.org/
http://www.facebook.com/vfwpost3788
http://www.facebook.com/vfwpost3788
http://www.facebook.com/vfwpost3788
mailto:theguardian3788@gmail.com

